
Looking at Word Walls 
 
 
Why Use Word Walls? 

• They provide an approach to meaningful teaching of vocabulary with an 
emphasis on student engagement and higher level thinking skills. 

• They build vocabulary, thereby improving reading comprehension in the 
content areas. 

• They reinforce understanding of subject specific terminology with a focus 
on students internalizing key concepts. 

• They provide visual cues for students. 
• They encourage student independence when reading and writing. 

 
Tips 

• Make sure words are neatly written and visible from a distance. 
• New words should be added on a regular -- even daily -- basis.  
• Content-area material from the curriculum rather than randomly selected 

words should be utilized.  
• Word walls should be referred to often so students come to understand 

and see their relevance.  
• Word walls are a group effort; allow students to make suggestions for 

content. 
 
Beyond the alphabet 
 
Traditionally, teachers put up the alphabet and place the word under the initial 
letter.  While this works fine in most cases, some letters are used over and over 
while others are rarely used.  In addition, we know students are more likely to 
remember words if they can make a meaningful connection. 
 
 

Curriculum Connections and Types of Words 
English 
 
Literary terms, transition 
words, synonyms, prefixes, 
parts of speech, vivid verbs, 
etc. 

Science 
 
Terminology used for major 
scientific ideas, concepts, 
processes, etc. 

Social Studies 
 
Terminology for 
geographical regions, 
political structures, social 
services, historical periods, 
etc. 

Arts 
 

Terms used in photography, 
sculpture, music, dance, 
critiques 

Business 
 
Terms used in record 
keeping, computer systems, 
research, technology, etc. 
 

Mathematics 
 
Terminology for integers, 
equations, geometry 
measurement, etc. 



 
 

 
Beyond the Alphabet: 
Consider putting up banners or charts of words that are linked in a meaningful 
way: by theme, topic, root word, or structural characteristics, whatever fits into 
your current topic of study.  
 
 
 
  

Prefix “ex”  
(out, beyond, former) 
 
excel 
exclude 
exhale, 
exile 
ex___________ 
ex___________ 
ex___________ 

Words from Hatchet 
 
Wilderness  Survival   Divorce 
alone  tools  separate 
green  alone  angry 
survival first aid forlorn 
help  courage unknown 
bears 
forest

Words that end in  
“—ade” 
(action or process)
 
blockade 
escapade 
parade 
 

 
Root Word  “leg”= law 

 
legal  legislator 
legitimate legislation 

Words that show an “increase” 
 
double  add  multiply 
grow  rise  enlarge 
amplify expand   
 

INTERJECTIONS 
 
Wow!   Well, 
Oh! 
Ouch! 


